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- A Great Ten Years -
The decade John Howardôs Government has been in ofýce 

has seen the most remarkable period of change and 
innovation in the history of Australia.

Our Government has carried out an unparalleled series of reforms 
which have changed the face of this country for the better.

At the centre of John Howardôs approach to government has 
been a dedication to sound economic management.

The Howard Government demonstrated from day one that hard 
decisions would be taken.  First, in order to cut government 
spending by 10%, they went out to all Commonwealth 
Departments and converted the famous $10 Billion black hole 
left by the Keating Government into the ýrst of a record series of 
surplus budgets.

Those surpluses were used to retire the 
record $96 billion in Commonwealth 
Government debt left by the previous 
ALP administration.

Meanwhile, the Australian public reaped 
the beneýt of record low interest 
rates, low unemployment levels and 
low inþation rates and a steady rate 
of economic expansion which, coupled 
with reductions in tariffs and waterfront 
reform, made this country more 
competitive so that Australia is now 
regarded as one of the most successfully 
managed economies in the OECD.

The range of reforms undertaken by 
the Howard Government has been 
remarkable in its scope.  Taxation 
reform, particularly the introduction of an indirect tax on 
consumption in the form of the GST,  have been the most well 
known, however there have been reforms in many other areas 
of Government as well.

Telecommunications, in which I have a strong interest as 
Chair of the Senate Communication IT committee, is a good 
example.  The deregulation of the telecommunications industry 
introduced by the Howard Government has meant that there are 
now over 100 telcos operating in Australia with the result that 
competition has enormously expanded the range of services 
available and seen major price reductions.  The people of 
Australia have beneýted from the introduction of the Universal 
Service Obligation and the Customer Service Guarantee which 
have respectively laid down a statutory minimum service 
content all carriers must provide and minimum repair timelines 
so that families and businesses no longer have to wait months 
for a phone to be repaired or connected.

Particular attention has been paid to the telecommunications 
needs of those living in the regions and it is now rare to hear 
anything but praise for the improved level of services available 
in regional areas.

The Howard Government has also reformed the Social Security 
system, introducing the óWork for the Doleô scheme, audits 
for those on invalid pensions in order to cut out fraud and 
established the one-stop shop of Centre Link.

Aged Care was another area woefully neglected by the 
Hawke-Keating governments, but the Coalition made it a 
priority, increasing expenditure and introducing inspection and 
requiring deýciencies to be corrected.

The environment has been one of the 
great success stories of the Howard 
Government with the establishment 
of the Natural Heritage Trust and the 
worldôs ýrst Government Greenhouse 
ofýce while Senator Robert Hill was 
Minister.

Australia has taken a higher proýle 
in regional affairs under the Howard 
Government, establishing closer 
relations with countries such as China 
and Indonesia, our neighbours during 
the Asian economic crisis and Tsunami.  
In addition, Australia had a leading role 
in the U.N. intervention in East Timor and 
the Solomon Islands as well as on the 
broader world stage with our involvement 
in Afghanistan and Iraq, putting our 
defence forces into action to support our 

beliefs in democracy, the rule of law and human rights.

Australiaôs position in International trade has been strengthened 
through our role in the Cairns group and through the negotiation 
of Free Trade agreements with Singapore, Thailand and the 
USA and other such agreements with Malaysia, China and the 
ASEAN group.

As the Queen said at the recent dinner in her honour at 
Parliament House, ñAustralia is today one of the most respected 
countries in the world.ò

Fundamentally, I believe the respected place Australia now 
occupies in the world comes back to the manner in which 
Australia has been governed for the last ten years under the 
leadership of John Howard. 

For my part, it has been a great privilege to have played the role 
I have in the Senate within John Howardôs Government and I look 
forward to continuing to do so in my next term in the Senate.



Concerns for Community TV
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I recently visited Perthôs Community Television 
Station, Access 31.
There I learned of serious concerns for the future 
of Access 31 and all Community TV Stations across 
Australia due to the ever-increasing uptake of 
digital television.
According to Access 31, digital TV will be the demise 
of Community TV in Australia unless stations are 
able to obtain access to digital spectrum and 
simulcast digital and analogue within the next 
12-18 months. This is because digital TV is, 
unfortunately, eroding audiences and the stationôs 
ýnancial viability.
Currently in Australia, Community Channels, such 
as Access 31, are the only free-to-air channels that 
are yet to be granted access to digital spectrum. 

Libyan Delegation in Canberra
The Joint Trade Committee of the Federal 
Parliament recently met with a delegation 
from Libya led by the son of Libyan President, 
Colonel Gadafý.
The Libyan Delegation was exploring trade and 
business opportunities, but, regrettably, was not 
coming to WA.
I pointed out to the delegation that, with the 
enormous experience we had in WA with dry 
land agriculture as well as providing services 
to remote communities, there was much the 
delegation could learn in WA and urged the 
leader to make certain Perth was included on 
the itinerary of their next visit!

WA School Teachers 
- Visit Canberra -
I am a member of the Committee of the 

Parliamentary Education Ofýce (PEO) of the Federal 
Parliament which brings school children from around 

Australia to Parliament House to learn about the 
Parliamentary process.  There is also an outreach 
program which I have made sure has been to the 
Kimberley, Pilbara and other country areas of WA. 

In addition, politics and civics teachers are included 
in the program and, while at parliament house, 

they meet with Federal MPs and Senators from their 
states. 

Alan meeting with politics and civics teachers from 
around WA
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Shark Bay Interpretive Centre
A new $8 million centre showcasing the 
unique Shark Bay World Heritage area has 
been opened in Denham.
Shark Bay has been on the World Heritage 
List since 1991 due to the areaôs signiýcant 
scientiýc and cultural values.
Shark Bay has the 
largest and most diverse 
sea grass assemblages 
in the world.  The area 
also contains signiýcant 
habitats where 
threatened plant and 
animals species survive.  
The Dugong population 
is the largest in the world 
and of the 26 species of 
endangered Australian 
mammals, ýve are found 
on Berrier and Dore Islands.  Loggerhead 
Turtles also nest on Dirk Hartog Island and 
Green Turtles are common in the Bay.
Living stromatolites, similar to the Earthôs 
earliest life forms which evolved over 
3.5 billion years ago, also reside in the area.

Shark Bay has outstanding formations and 
features of exceptional natural beauty such 
as Shell Beach
The area is also internationally renowned for 
the famous Monkey Mia dolphins and was the 
place of the earliest documented landing by 

Europeans in Australia 
at nearby Dirk Hartog 
Island.
The Interpretive Centre 
features a map of the 
World Heritage area 
etched into the concrete 
þoor, images and video 
from some of Australiaôs 
best landscape and 
wildlife photographers 
and interactive computers 
that allow visitors to 

search for information on Shark Bay, including 
some of the early maps of the region.
For me the opening of the Interpretive Centre 
was very pleasing as I have strongly supported 
the Shark Bay Shire Councilôs endeavours for 
its establishment.

Rural Private Access Program
The Commonwealth Government has announced grants 
worth more than $10 million to improve private health 
services in rural areas across Australia.
This funding will enhance the capacity of the private health 
sector to deliver quality services to local communities.
Most grants are for capital works and operating theatre 
equipment, such as anaesthetic monitors.  Other projects 
include establishing intensive care units, training, speech 
pathology outreach services, mobile physiotherapy 
services, renal dialysis and rehabilitation services.
This is the second round of funding under the governmentôs 
four-year, $36 million Rural Private Access Program. The ýrst 
round funding of $7.4 million was announced in June 2005.
The Rural Private Access Program is part of the Rural 
Health Strategy that provides $830 million over four 
years for health and aged care services and workforce 
measures.

Alan talking to the Broome Medical Clinic




