g:imnlﬂ Mercer

PORT HEDLAND residents will
be hand pressed (o findd adeguate
cyclone relief funding, according
o acting Mayor Amold Carter.

Donations  fo  the Cyclone
Ceorge Relief Fund began on
March %, but so far only 55 10,000
has been provided — with more
than 95 per cent of that figure
comimg froam BHE Billiton amd
Fortescuwe Metals Group.

“Mo other mijor company ap
from those wo has made an
coniributions so far which is a Hi-
the bit disappointing,” Mr Carter
sind,

The acting Mayor said mome-
tary domations had been thin on
the ground and much greater gen-
erosity would be reguined.

He zaid mamy people would
need financial assistance after
Cyclones George' and  Jacob
severely damaged - homes and
property throughout the region.

“We can only distribute what
we've o, el Just v Niw
cut the money we distribute down
to the money we've gol avail-
alle,"” he said.

“I was anticipating at least %1
million becanse 1 million can be
spent quite easily on what needs
to be dome.”

T ; g [he
relief fund would struggle with-
ol the incentive,

“We fully agree with it becauss
we think it"ll make a big differ-
ence o ordinary peaple ITI.ik.iTIg |
donation,” he said. ;

“There's also a lot of compa-

*onies that would want that.

“I diz hope that they actept the
pest because it will make a big

(financial)y difference to what

we"ve gof at the present time,"

While lamenting the shonape
of fonds Mr Carer ingisted he
was thrilled with the communi-
i¥'s recovery efforis in the wake
of the cyclomes.

“We've got to take into conssd-

ration the enormous amount of
in-kind contribotions that people
gave afier the cyclone by making
available their stafl, their trucks,
their cranes, their forklifts," he

id.

“Everything like that enabled
people to move around gquite safe-
ly after the cyclone,”

Mr Carter said people seeking
assistance from the relief fund
would be assessed according o
their bevel of urgency,

He urged members of the com-
mitnity fo fimd a way to donate,
but he stressed that contributions
of white goods and clothes would
nal be accepled,

"We are really looking for
financial contributions from sub-

i eoniractors of any person. at all

who might have 'n bhit of spare
cash," he sald.
"“We could certainly nse it

Relief fund donations
fall short by $500,000

becanse we've got a lod of applications
we're Euin!; 10 have 1o comismber,”

Donations will be open until the end
April.

People wishing to donate should wisit
I he ﬂfy‘clnn: freurgu Reliel Fand on the
Mational Australia Bank website -
WAW. irenal. comm. an

/



